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White Paper Purpose and Scope

Â Describe the best integrated use of  existing tools for deriving 

aquatic community-level benchmarks for the protection of  

aquatic animals. 

Â Development of  community-level benchmarks with smaller data sets 

than those currently used to derive AWQC. 

Â Consider existing approaches used by OW and OPP for 

characterizing aquatic ecological effects

Â Characterize the uncertainty of  benchmarks developed for a 

given approach. 



Potential Uses of  Community-Level 

Benchmarks

1. Evaluating water quality monitoring data

2. Prioritizing the development of  ambient water quality 

criteria for pesticides

3. Informing 305b or 303d assessment and listing decisions

4. Developing State/Tribal water quality standards and or 

NPDES permit limits 

5. Providing additional characterization of  OPP taxa-

specific toxicological benchmarks

6. Improve the consistency and transparency of  ecological 

effects assessments conducted under FIFRA and the 

CWA


